
Waste Guide



Emergency Phone Numbers

NYP Emergency Medical Services
(646) 472-2222

NYP Security 
(212) 746-0911

Environmental Health & Safety
(646) 962-7233

Medical Health Physics (isotope issues)
(646) 962- 4567

Workforce Health & Safety (Employees)
(212) 746-4370 

Student Health Services
(646) 962-6942



Download EHS Forms, SAA Sign, Salute Request 

*required for all chemical 
waste storage areas.

Hazardous Waste Label

Radioactive Materials Label

Submit chemical
and sharps 
pickup requests

Chemical Waste 
Satellite Accumulation Area Sign



Reference: Waste Disposal Procedures

Only EHS-approved 
non-hazardous liquid 
chemicals may be 
drain disposed.

Drain Disposal

Municipal and Solid Waste Disposal Guide

Standard uncontaminated lab articles (e.g., gloves, pads, 
paper products) and/or those contaminated with non-
biological and non-hazardous chemicals may be 
disposed of via regular trash. 

Trash and Recycling

Plastic materials that contained dry product and non-
hazardous solutions (i.e., buffers, media, etc.) can be triple-
rinsed and along with cardboard and clean aluminum foil 
can be recycled.

Uncontaminated Glass Bottles

Empty and/or broken glass bottles, that contained non-
acutely toxic chemicals. Write “GLASS FOR DISPOSAL” 
on the box. 

Be sure to 3x 
rinse and 

deface labels 
before 

disposal !

Alternatively, re-use your rinsed bottles to 
collect compatible chemical lab wastes

https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/5.2wastedisposalprocedures.pdf
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/draintrash.pdf
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/nonhazchemical.pdf
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/nonhazchemical.pdf
https://www.plasticsintl.com/chemical-resistance-chart


Chemical and Hazardous Waste Disposal Guide

All hazardous chemical wastes must be:
1. Placed into compatible, sealable containers.
2. Labeled with a        label that includes a listing of the full 

names of all chemical constituents.
3.   Stored in secondary containment.

Sharps contaminated with hazardous chemicals must be 
placed inside a rigid, puncture-proof container, and marked 
with the          label listing all chemical constituents. 

All chemical waste storage areas 

must have the           sign posted.

Chemically Contaminated Sharps Liquids/Solids

Reference: Waste Disposal Procedures

Scan QR code to log 
into Salute Safety
to submit chemical 
waste requests and 
more

Batteries

Batteries are collected as chemical waste.  Segregate your 
batteries by type (i.e. alkaline, lithium ion, hydride, etc.). 
Always tape the leads of your batteries to prevent fires! 
(Not necessary for alkaline batteries).

https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/5.2wastedisposalprocedures.pdf


Reference: Waste Disposal Procedures

Universal Waste Electronic Waste

Electronics equipment containing circuit boards (e.g., computers, 
fax machines, printers) must be recycled. Review details on 
Surplus Electronics Recycling.

Lab equipment that has been used with hazardous materials must 
be decontaminated before it can be discarded, moved, repaired, 
or recycled. Submit Equipment Decontamination Form to EHS.

Submit work order to WCM Engineering & Maintenance
(212-746-2288) to have equipment collected.

Universal and Electronic Waste Disposal Guide

• Used light bulbs (fluorescent, LED, UV, etc.) – Label 
“Universal Waste Lamps” and store in a satellite 
accumulation area. 

• Broken lamps – Label with        label as “Sharps –
Broken Lamps.”

Larger quantities of lamps – submit E&M work order.

Small quantities of lamps - submit a Chemical waste 
request via Salute to EHS for collection and disposal.

Further Details are available on Light Bulb Disposal.

https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/5.2wastedisposalprocedures.pdf
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/electronics.pdf
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/equipdeconform.pdf
https://facilities.weill.cornell.edu/
https://facilities.weill.cornell.edu/
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/forms-resources/forms/chemical-collection-request-form
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/forms-resources/forms/chemical-collection-request-form
https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/light_bulb_disposal.pdf


Uncontaminated items such as gloves, pads, and paper 
products should be placed in municipal trash

• Contained biological liquid waste (<10mL)
• Untreated Recombinant and synthetic nucleic acids  

(BSL-1) 
• Decontaminated recombinant and synthetic nucleic 

acids (BSL-2 & 3)*
• Decontaminated infectious agents*
• Contaminated PPE
• Culture dishes (unbroken plastic)
• Animal tissues 

*INACTIVATION VIA 10% BLEACH OR 
AUTOCLAVE IS REQUIRED

Regulated Medical Waste
“Red Bag Waste”

Municipal Waste

No human body parts or animal carcasses

No glass or broken plastic items

Only Non-sharps wastes

Sharps Waste

• Biological Sharps Waste: 
Glass, metal, or broken plastic 
items

• Contained Biological Fluids of 
<100mL 

Scan QR code to log into Salute Safety
to submit sharps requests (1300 only). 

Reference: Waste Disposal Procedures

Biological Waste Disposal Guide

https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/5.2wastedisposalprocedures.pdf


Radioactive and Isotopic Wastes

• No biological agents
• Containers must have       , and        labeling
• Small, rigid containers may be placed in dry active waste 

containers provided by EHS
• Segregate sharps by isotope

Radioactive Sharps
Dry Active and Liquid Waste 

Containers

Reference: Waste Disposal Procedures

Biological Sharps

Infectious agents must be deactivated

Other Sharps

I-125

S-35

P-32, P-33, 
I-131 

C-14, H-3
LSV vials

(metal 
containers only)

Carboy: 
liquid waste

ALWAYS SEGREGATE BY ISOTOPE

• All containers used for 
radioactive materials must be 
clearly labeled with the       
and         labels .

• Both sides of the radioactive 
waste label must be 
completed.

Place       ,        , and        labels on containers 

https://ehs.weill.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/5.2wastedisposalprocedures.pdf
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